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THE YEAR IN REVIEW 

FOR SOME TIME it has been usual, in the last 
News-Letter of each year, to devote a few para- 
graphs to a resumé of the Club’s accomplishments 
of the preceding twelve months. The activities of the 
year were reviewed and plans for the future out- 
lined. In normal times these annual surveys have 
reflected a degree of healthy optimism. Usually it 
has been possible to report a substantial increase in 
membership and a further development of the Club’s 
publishing program. From the mid-’30s on the or- 
ganization made from year to year a steady if mod- 
erate growth. 
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Then came the war. As was pointed out in some 
detail in an earlier issue, the pressure of wartime has 
quite naturally adversely affected the Club activities 
and prospects. A considerable number of its mem- 
bers have entered the services, and many others are 
so deeply involved in war work that they have little 
time to devote to their normal peacetime recreations, 
among them book collecting. This situation is by no 
means peculiar to our organization. Reports from 
similar clubs in other parts of the country make it 
clear that they too have experienced a drop in mem- 
bership and that they have, as a consequence, had 
to curtail their activities for the duration. 

During the year now closing the Club has of 
course been unable to function normally. It has, 
however, not been entirely inactive. New members 
to the number of twelve have been added to the 
roll, as against a loss of seventeen by death or resigna- 
tion. The membership now stands at 430. Sales of 
publications for the year amount to $165.85. This is 
far below the normal figure, but that is partly 
because no new title was issued this year and because 
it does not include sales during December, always 
the most active month of the year. Despite manpower 
and paper shortages the printers have cooperated by 
permitting the Club to continue its keepsake series, 
although we have fallen rather far behind schedule. 
Part Two of Guardians of the Pacific, the current 
series, was sent members in April, and Part Three 
(described in this issue) will be ready in a few 
weeks. Also announced here is a new publication, 
Heraldry of New Helvetia, which will be completed 
about January 10. For some weeks negotiations for a 
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second publication have been in progress and in all 
probability it will be announced and published in 
early spring. 

The Club thoroughly appreciates the continued 
support of its members during this period of com- 
parative inactivity. Needless to say it looks forward 
to the day when it can resume its normal schedule 
and when it will be possible to report once more 
a sustained and healthy growth from year to year. 


HERALDRY OF NEW HELVETIA 

AS EVERYONE KNOWS, life in California before 
the gold rush was far less complex than it has since 
become. Gertrude Atherton well describes this period 
in her novel on the closing years of the territory’s 
pastoral age, and she described it too in the title she 
gave her book: The Splendid Idle Forties. Readers 
of another authoritative book on the pre-conquest 
period, Dana’s Two Years Before the Mast, will 
recall that cattle raising was the major industry and 
that the most widely used medium of exchange was 
cowhides, the “California banknotes” of the Boston 
traders. It is not today a particularly well-known 
period of California history, and the reason is obvi- 
ous: the materials on which to reconstruct its story 
are far from plentiful. In the nature of things the 
cattle ranchers of the first half of the last century 
left little in the way of written records, and visitors 
who— like Dana— observed closely and wrote of 
what they saw were far from numerous. From the 
historian’s standpoint this phase of California’s evo- 
lution is a decidedly under-documented era. 

Because all material is scarce, such documents as 
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exist are frequently given an importance in excess 
of their intrinsic worth. It therefore seems wise, in 
announcing that the Club’s next publication will 
reproduce a series of such documents, to state at 
once that these are not being published solely be- 
cause of their rarity value. They have other claims 
to importance, as will be shown. 

The book, now in preparation, will deal with a 
subject that has heretofore received but little atten- 
tion from writers on California’s past: the cattle 
ranches, and particularly the cattle brands, of north- 
ern California during the years immediately pre- 
ceding the gold discovery. It will contain facsimile 
reproductions of thirty-three brand certificates issued 
at Sutter’s Fort in the middle and late ’40s to the 
owners of the vast ranches that then occupied the 
Sacramento Valley and its adjacent foothills. The 
brands were registered at Captain Sutter’s head- 
quarters as a means of identifying the ownership 
of the cattle that roamed the unfenced ranges from 
the base of Mount Shasta to the far southern rim of 
the valley. Carroll D. Hall, curator of the Sutter’s 
Fort Museum, states in his introduction that these 
brands were in effect the coats of arms of many of 
Spanish-California’s first families. Carrying out this 
thought, the book has been given the title: Heraldry 
of New Helvetia. The brands reproduced include, 
besides that of Captain Sutter himself, those of Red- 
ding, Bidwell, Ide, Lassen, Sears, Swift, Moon and 
some twenty-five others. 

Heraldry of New Helvetia is, however, consider- 
ably more than a listing of the cattle brands of the 
northern California pioneers. In addition to the cer- 
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tificates themselves (reproduced from the manu- 
script book now at Sutter’s Fort) each has on the 
facing page a translation of the Spanish original 
and a biographical sketch of the man to whom it 
was issued. In his introduction Mr. Hall presents an 
extended survey of cattle raising in the region, the 
product of intensive research in a long-neglected 
field. The work is an important and authoritative 
addition to Californiana. 

Members will presently receive a detailed an- 
nouncement of this new publication, and an order- 
card. Meantime the following particulars concerning 
design and format may be of interest. It will be a 
book of 108 pages, sizes 1014 by 7 inches, printed on 
all-rag paper. The thirty-three facsimiles are repro- 
duced by offset lithography, and the text is printed, 
in two colors, from Bulmer type, hand-set. The 
binding will be half-leather (western saddle leather) 
with the title blind-stamped on the spine and with 
sage-green canvas sides ornamented with the Sutter 
cattle brand and spur-wheel decorations. 

The book is being designed and printed at the 
private press of L. and D. Allen, San Francisco. The 
edition will be 250 copies and the price $4.50. The 
publication date cannot now be definitely fixed; it 
will not however be later than January 10, 1945. 
Members who wish to place advance orders may 
do so; all orders will be entered in the order received. 


GUARDIANS OF THE PACIFIC 
THE PLAN OF THIS, the ninth of the Club’s 
keepsake series, has points of unusual interest. It is 
designed as a tribute to those countries bordering 
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on the Pacific which are currently engaged in the 
world-wide struggle against aggression. The series 
will consist of six pamphlets. Two have been sent 
members, the third is in preparation and plans for 
the remaining three are under way. 

In choosing the texts of the pamphlets the Club 
has endeavored to select from the literature of each 
of the six countries some short prose piece that might 
be considered as characteristic of the aspirations of 
its people, and that suggests — often indirectly — 
the qualities which have caused them to take up 
arms in defense of their principles. The pamphlets 
so far issued are: Part One: Australia: The Romance 
of the Swag, by Robert Lawson (Printed by The 
Windsor Press) and Part Two: China: Tales and 
Parables of Old China, translated by Lin Yutang 
(Printed by Wallace Kibbee). 

Part Three, now in preparation, will be represen- 
tative of the countries bordering on the west coast of 
South America, as exemplified by Colombia, the re- 
public adjoining Panama and closest geographically 
to the United States. The text, written by Armando 
Solano, noted Colombian author, is an imaginative ° 
and eloquent description of the fortress stronghold 
of Cartagena, founded in 1533 and long known as 
the queen city of the Spanish Main. Mr. Solano’s 
essay has a brief foreword by German Arciniegas, 
who compiled and edited The Green Continent, the 
anthology of South American prose from which this 
excerpt is taken. It will also have a note by Dr. 
Aurelia H. Reinhardt, former President of Mills 
College, of which institution Mr. Arciniegas was 
recently a visiting professor. The pamphlet is being 
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designed and printed by Miss Rosalind A. Keep at 
the Eucalyptus Press, Mills College. 


ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP 
THE FOLLOWING NAMES have been added to 
the roll since January 1, 1944: 


MEMBER SPONSOR 
Samuel S. Berman San Francisco, Cal. Oscar Lewis 
William Andrews Clark 

Memorial Library Los Angeles, Cal. Oscar Lewis 
Sloan Flack Los Angeles, Cal. Ernest Dawson 
Tyrus G. Hermsen La Verne, Cal. Ernest Dawson 
Marcel Hirsch San Francisco, Cal. Lawrence Livingston 
William H. Keesling San Francisco, Cal. H. L. Zellerbach 
Wallace Kibbee San Francisco, Cal. Oscar Lewis 
M. C. Nathan San Francisco, Cal. Louis E. Goodman 
DeWitt O’Kieffe Chicago, IIl. Oscar Lewis 
John B. Shaw Tulsa, Okla. Oscar Lewis 


Welwood Murray 

Memorial Library Palm Springs, Cal. Mrs, Frank H. Bennett 
Charles D. Young San Mateo, Cal. Lawrence Livingston 

As has often before been pointed out here, the 
support of the Club’s activities depends on maintain- 
ing the membership; and it is therefore suggested 
that every member, as opportunity presents itself, 
bring the Club and its activities to the attention of 
fellow collectors who are not now on the roll and 
exert on them a “gentle persuasion” to join. 


A CHRISTMAS CHECK-LIST 

In this year of scarcities, the Club expects that an 
unusual number of the members will avail them- 
selves of their privilege to present Club publications 
as holiday gifts. For their convenience a check-list 
of the titles now in print is given below. All orders 
will be promptly filled. If members so wish, publi- 
cations intended as gifts will be sent direct from the 
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Club, with the donor’s name enclosed, in time to 
arrive at Christmas. 


THE BEAUTIES OF BOSWELL, by Thomas Rowlandson. 
Ten color reproductions in a portfolio. The Grabhorn Press, 
250 copies. $6. 

AN ACCOUNT OF A VISIT TO CALIFORNIA IN 
1826-27, by Captain F. W. Beechey. The Grabhorn Press, 350 
copies. $8. 

BALLADES OF EL DORADO, selected by Earle V. Weller. 
An anthology of early California ballads. The Ward Ritchie 
Press, 300 copies. $3. 

FIRE AND OTHER POEMS, by D. H. Lawrence. Introduc- 
tion by Robinson Jeffers. The Grabhorn Press, 300 copies. 


$3.50. 

CATO’S MORAL DISTICHS. A facsimile of a rare Franklin 
imprint with an introduction by Carl Van Doren. The Ward 
Ritchie Press, 300 copies. $3. 

AN ORIGINAL ISSUE OF THE SPECTATOR. With an 
essay on Addison, Steele and The Spectator by Eric Partridge. 
The Grabhorn Press, 450 copies. $6. 

THE HELMET OF MAMBRINO, by Clarence King, with 
an introduction by Francis P. Farquhar. University of Cali- 
fornia Press, 300 copies. $.67. 

ODES & SONNETS, by Clark Ashton Smith. Introduction 
by George Sterling. Taylor & Taylor, 300 copies. $1. 
LILITH, by George Sterling. A narrative poem. Taylor & 
Taylor, 350 copies. $2. 

CONTINENT’S END: An Anthology of Contemporary 
California Poets. John Henry Nash, 600 copies. $5. 

THE FINAL STANZA, by Lewis Browne. A chapter in the 
life of Heine. Johnck & Seeger, 300 copies. $1.17. 

THE PERSISTENCE OF POETRY, by Witter Bynner. 
Poetry’s place in the modern world. The Windsor Press, 300 
copies. $2. 

SIR WALTER SCOTT, by John Buchan and William C. 
Van Antwerp. Johnck & Seeger, 300 copies. $1. 

BIERCE AND THE POE HOAX, by Carroll D. Hall. A 
San Francisco literary hoax of the ’90s. The Windsor Press, 
250 copies. $1. 


